The impact of moving a geriatric population: mortality and emotional aspects.
Five hundred patients requiring skilled or intermediate care were relocated in July and August of 1979. Patients were prepared for the move with on site visits and lectures. There was no increase in mortality after moving compared with prior years. The emotional effect of moving was evaluated by questionnaire. Initially, there was an improved emotional status, but this was not sustained and actually dropped below pre-move levels during the 4 weeks of evaluation.